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In the current climate of sabre-rattling between
North Korea and the USA (with heartfelt hopes
that it won't go further than that), here is a littie
piece about ‘scram’ as the word to use for the
sudden shutting down of a nuclear reactor usually
by rapid insertion of control rods

According to legend it was an acronym for C O N T E N T S
Safety Control Rod Axe Man, the man in question

being Norman Hilberry. In 1942 at the Chicago 02 Product watch

Pile (CP-1) — the first atomic reactor developed by 1 ] News
the Manhattan Project — the first sustained chain
reaction was to take place. Hilberry's job was to -Z 6 Health & safety

kill a possible runaway reaction by using an axe 1 8
Internet of things

to cut a rope to allow the backup safety control

rod to drop into the pile, which was a liquid 2 1 Robotics

cadmium solution to poison the reaction. This 2 2

Hazardous areas
version is the oft-told legend.

However, Manhattan Project scientist Warren 25 Material handling

28

Nyer who was present that day has another
Pumps & valves

explanation for ‘scram’. On that day another
Manhattan collaborator, physicist Volney "Bill”®
Wilson, was assembling a panel that included a
big red button. Someone asked him the reason for

the red knob and Wilson replied it was to be hit NEXT TIME...

it if there was a problem. Then what do you do, : ENVIRONMENTAL + CORROSION CONTROL
asked the enquirer. "You scram ... out of here.” « MARINE INDUSTRY + NMEC PREVIEW
Wilson reportedly replied. 3
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